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Influenza: Who Should Be Vaccinated?

Persons Recommended for Seasonal Influenza Vaccination:

e Children aged 6 months up to their 19™" birthday.

e Persons aged 50 years or older.

e  Children and adolescents (aged 6 months--18 years) who are receiving long-term aspirin therapy and who therefore might be at
risk for experiencing Reye syndrome after influenza virus infection.

e  Women who will be pregnant during the influenza season.

e  Adults and children who have chronic lung, heart, kidney, liver, blood, or metabolic disorders (including diabetes).

e Adults and children who have immune system suppression (including suppression caused by medications or HIV).

e  Adults and children who have any condition (cognitive dysfunction, spinal cord injuries, seizure disorders, or other
neuromuscular disorders) that can compromise respiratory function or the handling of respiratory secretions or that can
increase the risk for aspiration.

e Residents of nursing homes and other chronic-care facilities.

e Health care personnel.

e Healthy household contacts (including children) and caregivers of children aged younger than 5 years and adults aged 50 years
or older.

e Healthy household contacts (including children) and caregivers of persons with medical conditions that put them at higher risk
for severe complications from influenza.

Persons Recommended for HIN1 Vaccination:
5 general population groups that should be targeted as an initial focus of vaccination efforts are:
e  Pregnant women.
e Household contacts or caregivers for infants younger than 6 months (parents, siblings and daycare providers).
e Healthcare and emergency medical services personnel.
e Children and young adults aged 6 months to 24 years.
e Persons aged 25 to 64 years who are at greater risk for influenza-related complications because of underlying medical
conditions including:
0 Chronic pulmonary conditions and asthma.
0 Cardiovascular conditions except for hypertension.
0 Renal, hepatic, cognitive, neurologic/neuromuscular, hematologic, or metabolic disorders, including diabetes
mellitus.
0 Immunosuppression caused by medications or by human immunodeficiency virus (HIV).

**If the supply of the vaccine is not adequate to meet the demand for vaccination among the aforementioned 5 target groups, the

Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) recommends that the following subset of the initial target groups receive

priority for vaccination until the vaccine availability increases:

e  Pregnant women.

e Persons who live with or provide care for infants younger than 6 months (parents, siblings and daycare providers).

e Healthcare and emergency medical services personnel who have direct contact with patients or infectious material.

e  Children aged 6 months to 4 years.

e  Children and adolescents aged 5 to 18 years who have medical conditions that put them at higher risk for influenza-related
complications.

**Once vaccination programs and providers are meeting the demand for vaccine among the persons in the 5 initial target groups,
vaccination should be expanded to all persons aged 25 to 64 years.
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