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OASAS Holds Public Hearings in Buffalo and New York City 
OASAS held public hearings in Buffalo on September 15 and in New York City 
on September 19 to gather input from stakeholders about the OASAS 2011 
Outcomes Dashboard.  The Dashboard identifies OASAS’ system-wide priori-
ties and is the foundation for its Statewide Comprehensive Plan.  In Buffalo 
and New York City, Commissioner Arlene González-Sánchez’s remarks em-
phasized the importance of hearing directly from the field about Dashboard 
priorities as well as areas that are not included.  
 
The Dashboard is part of the Commissioner’s commitment to integrate out-
comes management into the agency and the field. A total of 56 local govern-
ment, provider, and recovery representatives attended the Buffalo hearing 

and eight individuals delivered formal testimony. Sixty-six stakeholders attended the New York City hearing 
with nine people providing testimony. OASAS will carefully consider testimony from the three public hear-
ings (the Albany hearing was covered in the September 15, 2011 Communicator) as it considers modifica-
tion for the 2012 Dashboard, which will be released in February 2012. The valuable public input will assist 
OASAS in developing a Dashboard that more closely reflects county and provider priorities.  

Commissioner Visits Western New York  Provider Locations 
On September 14, 2011,  OASAS Commissioner Sánchez had the opportunity to 
visit with staff, patients and alumni at the John L. Norris Addiction Treatment 
Center (ATC). The Commissioner was interested in learning about the Norris 
ATC as it is the only inpatient addiction service in New York State with special-
ized services for the deaf and hard of hearing. The Norris ATC has been in op-
eration for  more than 40 years and admits approximately 700 men and women 
annually with approximately 56 percent of their admissions having a criminal 
justice involvement and 68 percent having a co-occurring disorder. The Com-
missioner conveyed that her visit to Norris ATC reinforced the crucial role the 
ATC’s play in making a difference in the lives of the thousands of New Yorkers 
that the ATC staff serve every day. J.L. Norris Director David Freeman shared 
about the visit, “Commissioner Sánchez clearly understands that Norris, and all the ATC’s, are the last stop 
for most of our patients. I’m continually amazed by the compassion and dedication of our staff, and how 
their work saves lives.”  

 
The Field Office was pleased to participate with the Commissioner in the Buffalo 
Public Hearing. While in the region, the Commissioner was able to visit several 
providers. On September 15, her first visit was with the Community Action 
Organization of Erie County Drug Abuse, Research Treatment (CAO-DART) 
in Buffalo, New York. CAO-DART is one of two Methadone Providers in Erie 
County. The Commissioner met with the staff and toured the facility which was 
recently expanded and renovated to accommodate the need for additional 
opioid treatment services in Erie County.  
 

Her next visit on this day was to Horizon Village, also in Erie County, where she 
met with the staff and visited one of the outpatient clinics. Horizon Health Ser-
vices assists individuals with mental health and/or addictions disorders. They 
operate 11 medically supervised outpatient programs serving Erie, Niagara and 
Genesee Counties.  Horizon Village also operates a Part 819 intensive residential 
rehabilitation facility with 50 beds serving males and females in Niagara County.  

The final provider visit was at the Margaret A. 
Stutzman Addiction Treatment Center (ATC) also located in Buffalo, New 
York where she met with patients and staff. She also presented the 2011 OASAS 
Addiction Nurse of the Year Award to Michele Schultz and three OASAS Years of 
Service Awards to Christine Banks, Judith Phillips and Michele Schultz. Con-
gratulations ladies! The Stutzman ATC is a 33-bed inpatient treatment facility 
which is operated by NYS OASAS.  

Dear Friends,   
As Recovery Month 2011 ends, I am encouraged by and thankful for the thousands of individuals and 
families who took part in the many celebrations held across New York State. Together, we will 
continue to keep the Recovery Movement growing in New York as we transform our service delivery 
to a Recovery-Oriented System of Care. In moving forward, I encourage you to keep this energy and 
spirit alive as we meet the challenges of the future together.  
 
Arlene González-Sánchez, OASAS Commissioner   

http://twitter.com/nysoasas
http://www.facebook.com/pages/NYS-OASAS/131452531057
http://www.youtube.com/nysoasas
http://www.flickr.com/photos/nysoasas
http://www.governor.ny.gov/sl2/bio
http://www.oasas.ny.gov/
http://www.oasas.ny.gov/
http://www.oasas.state.ny.us/atc/norris/general.cfm
http://www.horizon-health.org/
http://www.horizon-health.org/
http://www.oasas.ny.gov/atc/stutzman/general.cfm


O-STARS 
Dr.  Roman Pabis is the Executive Director of St. Mark’s Place Institute For Mental Health Inc. 
Located at 57 St. Mark’s Place New York, New York 10003. The program  was established to 
fulfill the existing gap in delivering health care services in psychiatry and chemical dependence 
for Polish and other Eastern European Slavic populations in New York.    

During the 26 years (and counting) under the direction of  Dr. Pabis  this unique Clinic continues 
to meet a growing multi-cultural community that expands to  other nationalities; especially 
Latinos, and other individuals living in New York City and emigrated from foreign lands.  

Dr. Pabis exhibits dedication to this community  with a tireless quality, often meeting with clients 
who need that “extra care” adding to his already exhausting schedule. He is a role model to staff 
and  exhibits a tireless quality we all wish we possessed.  He remains an outstanding leader in 
the field of addiction recognizing the belief to create and sustain the highest quality of services. 

It is understandable that,  “Your Guiding Light” was chosen as the St Mark’s Institute For Mental Health Inc. Motto. After 26 
years, Dr. Pabis makes every effort to continue that goal and champion for those individuals he services.  

Third Annual Symposium for the Queens Consortium Recently Held 
The third Annual Symposium for the Queens Consortium on Alcoholism and Substance Abuse 
was held on September 22. The theme for the event was “No Wrong Door for Access to Preven-
tion, Care and Treatment.” At the opening ceremonies, former OASAS Creedmoor ATC Direc-
tor, Gerlando Verruso, received their Lifetime Achievement Award (pictured here). Following 
the opening ceremonies, Commissioner Sánchez delivered a keynote address to the audience 
of approximately 300 providers, collaborative partners, consumers and community members 
that included an update on Medicaid redesign and its potential impact on the coordination 
and delivery of behavioral health services, the latest on the work of the SAGE Commission, as 
well as an update on the social work licensure exemption.  The Commissioner also spoke 
about the importance of celebrating September as Recovery Month and honored thousands of 
New Yorkers who are in recovery or are currently seeking treatment and recovery services. 
The Symposium also included several workshops to address treatment issues for the follow-
ing populations: adolescents and young adults, women, older adults, Asian and Latino immigrants and LGBT&Q.  

Available 24 hours /7 days  
Toll-free, anonymous and confidential. 

 

For information on grant and funding opportunities, 
visit the OASAS website  

(www.oasas.ny.gov/hps/grants/index.cfm). 

 OASAS Commissioner Featured in Times Union Newspaper 
On September 19, 2011,  NYS OASAS Commissioner Arlene González-Sánchez was featured in the 
Albany Times Union’s Capital Profile. This section of the newspaper features  people within the local 
community and offers readers insight into their respective professional backgrounds through a se-
ries of questions. 

 
To read the full article, visit the Times Union website.  

Commissioner Arlene González-Sánchez , Office of Alcoholism and 
Substance Abuse Services, in Albany, NY Friday Sept.9, 2011. ( Michael 

P. Farrell/Times Union) “Used By Permission of the Times Union"  

    Five Grants Awarded to Statewide Prevention Providers 
Commissioner Arlene González-Sánchez recently announced federal grant awards totaling $100,000 to five statewide prevention provid-
ers to address underage drinking among college students. The recipients included: Seven Valleys Council on Alcoholism and Substance 
Abuse (Cortland Prevention Resources); Madison County Council on Alcoholism and Substance Abuse, Inc. (BRiDGES); Champlain Valley 
Family Center; and the Council on Alcohol and Substance Abuse of Livingston County. For more information, visit the newsroom on the 
OASAS website.  

  September 15 - October 15 is Hispanic Heritage Month 
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo has proclaimed September 15 through October 15 as Hispanic Heritage Month.  This 
year’s statewide theme is, “Keeping  the Promise: Unity, Strength, Leadership”. In support of this population, 
OASAS also offers numerous resources in Spanish which include: programs specifically aimed at serving and treat-
ing the Spanish Monolingual community are offered at the Bronx and Kingsboro Addiction Treatment Centers; 
video resources available through the Gene Hester Video Library; E-publications; ATC/Service Provider forms; 
and multi-lingual services via the New York State HOPEline (1-877-8-HOPENY). For more information about His-
panic Heritage month, visit the OASAS website. 
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For questions or comments about this newsletter, please contact:  
Jannette Rondó, OASAS Communications Director at: communicator@oasas.ny.gov 

September is Recovery Month 
In support of National Recovery Month, below are a few events  that have occurred throughout the state during September. 
 
Northpointe Council, Inc. and Fellowship House, Inc. held their 3rd Annual Picnic at Hyde Park in Ni-
agara Falls, New York on September 10, 2011. There was a scavenger hunt, a limbo contest and speakers 
from SOS, AA, NA and Al-non. A picnic lunch was served. The May of Niagara Falls and the Honorable 
Paul A. Dyster signed a Proclamation recognizing September as Recovery Month in Niagara Falls. They 
also recognized the two sponsoring agencies for all of their good work.  
 
On September 14, 34 patients and the St. Lawrence Addiction Treatment Center (ATC) staff hiked up 
Tooley Pond Mountain near DeGrasse, NY.  The mountain hike had an elevation of 1,780 feet. Everyone 
enjoyed lunch at the summit and shared stories of aches and pains, but had a great time nonetheless. 
Many of the patients expressed that this was a new experience and that they really enjoyed it!  

 
St. Lawrence Addiction Treatment Center also hosted the 2 mile St. 
Lawrence County 3rd Annual Recovery Walk on the beautiful grounds of the St. Lawrence Psychiat-
ric Center and Ogdensburg Bridge and Port Authority during the first week of the month.  The number 
of participants has grown yearly with 126 friends of recovery this year.  Agencies participating in-
cluded Seaway Valley Prevention Council, who provided for the great early morning refreshments, 
Rose Hill Inpatient Adolescent Treatment Center, North Country Freedom Homes (2 Community Resi-
dences), Canton Potsdam Hospital Inpatient Rehabilitation Facility, members of the AA & NA recovery 
community, and supportive family and friends of people in recovery.  Each participant received a t-
shirt, wrist band, water bottle, stress ball and a frisbee. 
 

On September 15, 2011, more than 200 people attended the 21st Annual Treatment Works March 
held in Albany. The Treatment Works March mission was to raise awareness in the Capital Region that 
treatment improves lives, and to encourage families and individuals to lead a life that is drug and alco-
hol-free.  The recovery event began with welcoming remarks from Addictions Care Center of Albany, 
Inc. Executive Director Keith Stack; City of Albany Mayor Gerald Jennings; Albany County Acting Sheriff 
Craig Apple; and OASAS Acting Associate Commissioner Mary Ann DiChristopher. On behalf of Commis-
sioner Sánchez,  Ms. DiChristopher presented the Governor’s Recovery Month proclamation and spoke 
directly to those in recovery about their strength and perseverance, how important their stories of 
recovery are to other individuals, and that every day in recovery is a blessing to them and the members 
of the community. Following the welcome, Joyce Love of St. Peter’s Addiction Recovery Center pro-
vided a history of the march. The march prayer was then given by Father Peter Young of Peter Young 
Housing, Industries and Treatment, along with Sister Phyllis Herbert of Albany Honor Court. Several 
awards were also presented: Community Service Award to Robert Prior; Lloyd and Patricia Simmons 
Award to Sister Clara Lumpkin; Treatment Works Recovery Awards to James Brooks, Kenneth Brownlee and Beth DeSanta. After the cere-
mony, the marchers had the opportunity to share in a complimentary barbeque and an array of activities, including face painting, book give-
away, karaoke, choir performance and information from providers, as well as a treatment works banner contest.  

More than 200 people recently attended the Insight House Chemical Dependency Services 40th 
Anniversary Celebration and 8th Annual Recovery Recognition Dinner on September 19, 2011, at 
the Radisson Hotel in Utica, New York.  Insight House annually recognizes those persons in the com-
munity who unselfishly contribute their time and energy to the agency’s mission, and whose dedica-
tion and service positively impacts the lives of countless individuals.  This year the agency honored 
Deputy Sheriff Neil Larrivey, with the Prevention Youth Award; Colleen Callaghan - Kirkland , with the 
Recovery Community Award; and Scott A. George, with the Paul F. Vitagliano, Sr. “President’s 
Award.”  Susan McGuiggan and Amira Stranjac were named Insight House “Employees of the 
Year.”  Oneida County Executive Anthony Picente was on hand to offer his congratulations to the hon-

orees.  Both Congressman Richard Hanna and Utica Mayor David Roefaro issued proclamations to the 
award recipients, and Senator Charles Schumer sent a congratulatory letter to Insight House thanking 

the agency for 40 years of service.  

The 4th Annual New York Celebrates Recovery Rally was held on Sunday, September 25, 2011, at Al-
bany’s Riverfront Park at the Corning Preserve. The Rally attracted more than 500 people from across the 

state. This year the program was emceed by LeGrande Serras, owner of 
the Reel Seafood Company restaurant on Wolf Road, Albany, NY. The 
day kicked-off with a walk along the Corning Preserve footpath. In-
cluded in the lineup of guest speakers was Congressman Paul Tonko 
who spoke about the strength and inspiration he received from those 
in recovery and also about his commitment to advocate and lobby on 
behalf of the field.  Other speakers included FOR-NY president Laura 
Elliott-Engel; ASAP executive director John Coppola; NCADD presi-
dent/CEO Robert Lindsay; Faces and Voices president Pat Taylor; and 
OASAS executive deputy commissioner Kathleen Caggiano-Siino who read the Governor’s Recovery 
Month proclamation.  Music entertainment featured the Jazz Group from Sullivan County, and Daryl 
Johnson who sang his 12-Step song, with a headline performance by the Rockin' Recovery Tour. The 8th 

Annual New York Recovery Fine Arts Festival award winners were announced. Five of the 11 awardees were present to receive their 
award. For more information and photographs of the New York Celebrates Recovery Rally, visit the FOR-NY website. Also, if you would 
like to share your story of recovery with others, visit www.iamrecovery.com.  
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