OASAS has been meeting with representatives of academic institutions across the State to discuss workforce issues.  Among the many efforts underway is a collaboration with the City University of New York (CUNY) to: develop CASAC Certificate Programs and/or CASAC/CPP/CPS course work; assign academic credit to addictions-related continuing education course work; promote field placements/internships in AOD programs; and garner support among faculty to identify AOD counseling as a career option throughout the CUNY system.  Several CUNY schools have implemented CASAC Certificate Programs and additional credentialing course work.  In addition, OASAS and IPDA continue to collaborate with colleges and universities to:  encourage students to consider a career in the addictions field; promote the CASAC, CASAC Trainee and CPP/CPS; work with academic institutions to develop specialized course work and degree programs in the addictions; and sponsor career days/job fairs.  As a result, many universities and colleges throughout the State have added CASAC education programs and worked in partnership with OASAS and IPDA on career days/job fairs, credentialing workshops and other promotional events.
Through a demonstration grant from the New York State Department of Labor, IPDA worked closely with Hudson Valley Community College (HVCC), and its Chemical Dependency Counseling (CDC) program, to provide an intensive training program for currently employed direct care counselors who have not yet become credentialed.  Participating students enrolled in this novel program completed the 350-hour HVCC CDC program and two semesters of internship at an AOD treatment provider in the Capital Region.  Participants were placed in internships at providers other than those at which they were employed.  This aspect served to expose students to different treatment modalities, thereby enhancing their experience. An in-house coach was assigned to each student in order to offer support, encouragement and advice throughout the program.  Participants were reimbursed for CASAC exam preparation and the CASAC application fees.  Upon completion, each participant received full academic credit for their involvement and is eligible to receive a CASAC Trainee certificate.

This effort demonstrates the value of working partnerships among academic institutions, government and the AOD field.  Through the collaboration of all involved, many barriers for both the student-counselors and their employers were alleviated, providing for a mutually rewarding and enriching experience. Five of the eight participants plan to continue their education at an academic institution in the Fall of 2003. 
Further evidence of the formation of academic partnerships is illustrated by the fact that, since January 2001, the following academic institutions have been certified as CASAC 350 Hour Certificate Programs:  

· The City College of The City University of New York Department of Psychology

· The City College of The City University of New York Adult & Continuing Education Department

· Hostos Community College of The City University of New York Adult & Continuing Education Department

· Hunter College of The City University of New York Programs in Counseling
· Hunter College of The City University of New York School of Social Work
· John Jay College of Criminal Justice of The City University of New York

· Medgar Evers College of The City University of New York
· Niagara County Community College

· North Country Community College

· Orange County Community College

· Schenectady County Community College

· St. Francis College Allied Health Department

In addition, the following additional academic institutions have become certified Education and Training Providers which offer credentialing course work/training:

· SUNY College of Technology at Alfred
· State University of New York – Upstate Medical University

· State University of New York at Albany – Rockefeller College

· Kingsborough Community College – The City University of New York

· Hofstra University – University College for Continuing Education

· Binghamton University – State University of New York

As of September 2003, a total of 36 academic institutions offered OASAS-approved 350 Hour CASAC Certificate Programs and 62 additional academic institutions offered credentialing course work/training.

