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Administrative/Regulatory Relief Workgroup Meeting 

October 27, 2015 

 

Opening Remarks 

Chuck and Alexis expressed their continued appreciation to the members of the workgroup and 

for their perseverance in tackling the hard issues/challenges facing the field.  They also wished 

everyone a safe, happy holiday season. 

 

Healthcare Reform Update 

 Medicaid Managed Care for the NYC area was implemented on October 1st.   

 There are some technical bumps with some Plans, but they appear to be getting resolved 

quickly.  

 Corresponding regulations were promulgated by “emergency” prior to implementation.  

 Residential Redesign is intended to increase flexibility for programs to provide needed services 

within residential settings based on the needs of each resident.  OASAS is still awaiting the 

first application to be received for conversion under Residential Redesign.   

 Rob Kent reminded the workgroup that funding is available for providers to hire staff and that 

the fillable application is on line.  

 Any issues/concerns/questions can be e-mailed to the Practice Innovation and Care 

Management (PICM) Division’s mailbox at PICM@oasas.ny.gov.  Questions will be directed to 

subject matter experts for response. 

 FAQ Resources 

o Bureau of Care Management   http://www.oasas.ny.gov/FAQs/index.cfm?org_code=5 

o LOCADTR    http://www.oasas.ny.gov/FAQs/index.cfm?org_code=6  

o Part 822’s     http://www.oasas.ny.gov/FAQs/index.cfm?org_code=2 

 

Regulations Update 

 The comment period for the Part 800, 820, 822 and 841 regulations has ended; based on 

comments received, there will be minor edits to the final regulations. 

 The comment period for the Part 836 regulation will end during the first week of November and 

the final document will also have some edits.   

 Sara indicated that the changes will be posted in a separate document at the time the 

regulations are posted. 

 

Utilization Management (UM) 
 

 Need to set a parameter for standards 

 Review/manage your own programs; ensure individualized plans (not cookie cutter) 

 Manage toward clinical markers, not length of stay 

 HARP UM requirements must ensure person centered plan of care meets individual needs. 

http://www.oasas.ny.gov/legal/CertApp/documents/ResRedesignApp.pdf
mailto:PICM@oasas.ny.gov
http://www.oasas.ny.gov/FAQs/index.cfm?org_code=5
http://www.oasas.ny.gov/FAQs/index.cfm?org_code=6
http://www.oasas.ny.gov/FAQs/index.cfm?org_code=2
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Clinical Standards 

 

 Regulations identify minimum standards by which programs must operate. 

 Based on patient centered, recovery oriented care. 

 Opportunity for providers to have a say in what are appropriate clinical standards for care. 

 Comments regarding the revised Draft OASAS Part 822 Clinical Guidance document should 

be submitted to PICM within 2 weeks (PICM@oasas.ny.gov). 

 Looking for providers to join a workgroup to further discuss: 

o Clinically appropriate standards; 

o Development of clinical “concurrent review” 

o How the standards can be done; and 

o How can the standard that are put in place measured (getting good clinical 

supervision) 

o If interested, send an e-mail to PICM (PICM@oasas.ny.gov).  

 Once finalized, providers should review the standards (look clinically at their own operations 

to see where they fit in) 

 

 

Metrics Committee Update 
 

 OASAS working with DOH/OMH to develop a strategy and evaluation plan (required by CMS) 

for ongoing monitoring of performance measures. 

 Working to ensure SUD measures are included. 

 Need to develop measures of access to describe what happens to our patients/clients while in 

treatment 

 

 

Program Marketing 
 

 The VIP brochure was originally developed to understand who they are, what they do, and 

where they are going. 

 A tool to understand the population being served, who they are (patient profile) 

 It has become a tool for describing VIP services (talking points) with managed care 

companies, legislators, other providers, etc. 

 Recommend using VIP’s brochure as a prototype for developing your own (or others types 

that are out there). 
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Wrap Up 

 

Chuck and Alexis thanked everyone for an informative meeting.  Since the next quarterly 

meeting will be in January, 2016, we will likely use the call-in option for the next meeting.  

Members will be notified via e-mail as to the date and time.  

 UPDATE: Scheduling of the January call is “on hold”, as OASAS is working on a webinar to be 

made available to the entire field. 

The next meeting is tentatively scheduled for April 19th. 




